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HOUSE BI LL 2448

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mrris, Crouse, Bush, Wallace, Anderson, Ruderman
and Arnstrong

Read first time 01/14/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to hours of service requirenents for wutilities
during energencies; and anmendi ng RCW 46. 32. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.32.020 and 1993 ¢ 403 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The chief of the Washington state patrol may adopt reasonable
rul es regarding types of vehicles to be inspected, inspection criteria,
times for the inspection of vehicle equipnent, drivers' qualifications,
hours of service, and all other matters with respect to the conduct of
vehi cl e equi pnent and driver inspections.

(2)(a) For purposes of this subsection, the follow ng definitions
appl y:

(i "Uility" nmeans a public service conpany as defined in RCW
80.04.010, a public utility district, or a rural electric cooperative
that is engaged in the business of distributing electricity to nore
than one retail electric custoner in the state.

(ii) "Utility contractor” nmeans a person, firm partnership,
corporation, or other entity enployed by a utility to provide relief
assi st ance.
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(iii) "Relief assistance” neans action taken to respond to a
terrorismthreat, to protect the health and safety of individuals, to
protect against substantial loss of property, to protect the public
health and safety, or to lessen or avert the consequences of
cat astrophe, severe weather, or other energency.

(b) Hours of service rules do not apply to a wutility, its
enpl oyees, its utility contractors, or the enployees of its utility
contractors in an energency. An energency exists if: (i) An agency of
state or local governnent requests relief assistance froma utility to
supplenent the efforts and capabilities of the agency; or (ii) a
utility identifies an occasion or instance in which relief assistance
is needed. The utility nust use due diligence in contacting state or
local officials and coordinating its activity with state or |ocal
officials.

(3) The chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare and
furnish such stickers, tags, record and report forns, stationery, and
other supplies as shall be deened necessary. The chief of the
Washi ngton state patrol is enpowered to appoint and enploy such
assistants as he may consider necessary and to fix hours of enpl oynent
and conpensati on.

--- END ---
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